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Summer Sendoff Moved to Friday Senate Passes Revised
Smoking Policy
LILI MARTINEZ

Student members of Social Board
made the unprecedented decision to
move the College’s annual Summer
Sendoff event from a Saturday to a Friday this year, which provoked a mixed
reaction from the student body when
the Board announced it last week.
Sendoff’s date change comes after
weeks of Social Board meetings, during
which members expressed frustration
at hosting a day-long event on a purely
volunteer basis and at the frequently low
turnout at the final performance of the
day, according to Director of Student
Activities and Greek Life Christina
Mastrangelo.
“The decision to go to Friday was
entirely Social Board’s,” she said. “From
their perspective, this allowed them to
put more money into the band, which
is really the highlight of the evening.
What everyone got frustrated about in
years past in terms of the quality of the
event was the performer, and so from
their perspective this would allow them
to ... make the event more manageable
on their end.”
Assistant Director of Student Activities Anne Vleck emphasized that Social
Board members felt, considering their
small size, they could use their time and
resources better by focusing on the band.

THOMAS MATTES

DAVID HOYT

Students enjoy themselves on south quad at Sendoff 2011.
“The money piece was big, and being
able to allocate more money towards the
band. But other things we talked about
were the Social Board members’ time
and whether they felt like they could
really put on an excellent event for 12
hours when there are only 20 members,”
she said. “Can we really make this event

good if it’s that big and that long, or do we
do something where we make it a little
bit more of a condensed time frame but
still try to have all the elements that we’ve
had in the past?”
Vleck said some members were
see SENDOFF, page 2

Faculty, Staff to Receive Pay Raises
ERIN MERSHON
In addition to a one-time $4,000
lump-sum raise for each full-time and
tenure-track faculty member, the Board
of Trustees has approved a 2.8 percent
increase in the salary pool for these faculty, according to President S. Georgia
Nugent. The salary pool for non-faculty
employees will increase by 2 percent.
The salary pool for faculty will increase more than the pool for non-faculty because the trustees are particularly
concerned with how Kenyon’s faculty
salaries compare to those of its peer institutions.

IN THIS ISSUE

“There’s a benchmark that we’re really trying to hit for faculty,” Nugent said.
“The important thing is that this is not
something that we expect to have happen again. It’s a one-time effort to try and
gain ground on this problem of faculty
salaries falling behind our peers.”
In the last year, two or three potential professors turned down positions at
Kenyon because the offered salaries were
too low, Nugent said.
“We had not really seen that until the
last year or so,” she said. “... It’s not a lot,
but this year we’re looking at eight open
positions. You really don’t want to be losing the best people.”

Valentine’s Day Ball a Success Despite Horn’s Size
MADELEINE THOMPSON
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At the same time, professors have accepted offers at Kenyon despite receiving
offers with better salaries elsewhere, she
said.
The new increase should put Kenyon’s faculty salaries on par with those of
its peer institutions. The increased salaries will fall within the top 20 percent of
salaries for this type of college, Nugent
said.
“It’s not that we’re at the bottom of
all salaries,” she said. “The trustees have
said, given our stature, we ought to be
in that top [quintile]. So what we’re doing is just inching our way into that top
group.”

Campus Senate passed a revised
policy for the College’s regulation of
smoking on campus on Thursday, Feb. 9,
with 10 senators in favor of the measure
and one member choosing to abstain. If
President S. Georgia Nugent ratifies the
policy, students’ smoking will be almost
entirely restricted to residential areas on
campus by Jan. 2013.
The approved resolution is a moderate alternative to the original campaign for a smoke-free campus by 2016,
proposed last spring by former Senate
Co-Chair Gavin McGimpsey ’11. The
original policy would have eliminated
smoking without entirely affecting any
Kenyon students prior to the class of
2016.
The revised policy instead restricts
students’ smoking to “predominantly
residential areas, apart from designated
smoking areas elsewhere on campus,”
which the College has yet to determine.
Senate has requested that the administration, including Assistant Dean of Students Alicia Dugas and Chief Business
Officer Mark Kohlman, choose these
areas in non-residential parts of campus
and enter the revised policy into next
year’s student handbook. Students will
be allowed to smoke outside of residential areas as long as they maintain a distance of 15 feet from all entrances, exits
and windows.
Senate’s new policy does not include
any changes for non-student smokers. It
does, however, correct an error in this
year’s student handbook that relates to
Ohio law for all smokers. The handbook
currently states that the law prohibits
smoking within 25 feet of a building,
but since this is incorrect, Senate’s policy
suggests changing the handbook to read:
“Smoking in the area immediately adjacent to locations of ingress or egress to a
public place or place of employment is
against Ohio law.”
Any student who violates the new

policy will face sanctions from the College’s Student Conduct Review System.
The revised resolution also suggests
an allocation of funding to Bacchus,
an alcohol education organization, and
the Student Affairs Division to provide
smoking-cessation resources for members of the Kenyon community.
The new policy stresses the College’s
concern with “the health and well-being
of its members” and the recognition that
“smoking is hazardous to both smokers
and nonsmokers, especially indoors and
in high traffic areas,” such as the entrances to Peirce Hall and Olin Library.
Senate Co-Chair and Professor of
Spanish Clara Roman-Odio noted that
the policy “achieves a fair negotiation between smokers and nonsmokers — nonsmokers are freer from the negative effects of second-hand smoking, especially
in high traffic areas of the College such as
Olin Library and Peirce, while smokers
still have the freedom to make their own
decisions on whether or not to smoke.”
In the end, “everyone was happy with
the final result and evidently came to a
consensus,” said Senate Co-Chair Charlie Fine ’12.
Roman-Odio said she took pride
in “the significant debate” that was the
primary focus of Senate throughout the
past fall semester.
Fine emphasized the resolution’s
flexibility. “I think [the resolution] does
a very good job of allowing students to
make decisions for themselves, allowing
for the comfort for both smokers and
nonsmokers,” he said.
In the end, some reform of the smoking policy was inevitable, as McGimpsey
noted in his original resolution last
spring. Over 365 colleges and universities
across the country have already banned
smoking entirely, and, Fine said, “Kenyon had to comply with state law. There
is no way around it.”
Visit http://community.kenyon.edy/
x257.xml for the results of Senate’s smoking survey.

Despite receiving only
$2,000 of the $5,000 they solicited for the Black, White & Red
All Over Ball, the Horn Gallery
and the Peeps O’ Kenyon turned
their Valentine’s Day formal into
a colorful success, according to
Kat O’Hara ’12, co-manager of
the Horn.
“We had contacted a band
of alumni who I remember playing when I was a freshman called
Heartthrobz, but they couldn’t
make it,” O’Hara said. “One
of [the band members, Luke
Brandfon ’10] wanted to play a
solo set … so we had some money

for him to come out and play. It
was great because we were able to
devote almost all the money to
food and decorations.”
The ball, the first collaboration of its kind between the annual Horn Black and White Ball
and the Peeps’ Valentine’s Day
party, also served as a smallerscale replacement for Philander’s
Phling. The Phebruary Phunds
Committee, set up to reallocate
funds previously used for Phling,
allocated funds to the Horn Gallery and the Peeps for the party.
“I was really impressed with
all of the student groups that
were involved,” O’Hara said.
“Everyone who helped put it on

really came through.”
For the Peeps, the Horn was
an ideal venue because it is bigger than Weaver Cottage, the
traditional location of the Peeps’
Valentine’s Day party. “We all
put a lot of effort in,” Peeps Social Chair Ellie Tomlinson ’14
said. “The work that went into
putting this together was a lot
more than we were used to. We
wanted an event that appealed to
more people than the parties we
normally throw.”
Far more students attended
than anticipated. Though Safety
officers were present to check
bags for alcohol, which is prohibited in the Horn, they were also

useful in controlling the crowd.
The high attendance, along with
attempts to sneak alcohol into
the party, led to several threats
of a shutdown from the Safety
officers. “As a lot of all-campus
parties can be, it got a little complicated, just with the amount of
traffic and people that we had,”
Tomlinson said.
O’Hara, who was also surprised by the turnout, acknowledged that there were some issues with running out of food
and fitting everyone into the
small space. “People wanted to
come to the party, which was
great,” O’Hara said. “It was just
hard to manage. It was difficult

getting people to go downstairs,
because they obviously wanted,
for the live music, to be upstairs
where it was happening.” For
the DJ portion of the dance, students were more willing to go
to the basement because it was
audible downstairs as well as upstairs.
In O’Hara’s opinion, the party outdid itself in the best way
possible. “This party was particularly successful, and I would love
to see it happen again,” O’Hara
said. “I was pretty pleased with it,
and I personally think it’s a great
opportunity to see students doing creative things for the social
scene on this campus.”
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Sendoff: Conversation is ‘Open’ for Events on Saturday
continued from page 1

concerned about their own participation in the event. “Another big factor is that those Social
Board members who work that
day don’t get to enjoy [Sendoff]
like the rest of the student body,
so moving their event to Friday
allows them to participate in
whatever happens the rest of the
weekend.”
Social Board also emphasized
its wish to dedicate more time
and resources to booking a bigname band rather than on carnival games and treats, many of
which were under-utilized in past
years. Social Board Co-Chair
Sarah Schiller ’14 said, “Previously, we’ve had [Sendoff] on Saturday, which meant that we had to
serve lunch and dinner and we
had to serve snacks and pay AVI
fees for all of this stuff, so by putting it on Friday night, we were
able to cut down a lot of those
costs and redirect that money to
a big-name [band].”
Schiller said the decision
made sense when thinking about
student attendance at the concert
itself. “For us, it was a good business decision, but we also think
it makes a lot more sense for the
student body. And what we want
is a really good turnout for our
concert,” she said. “Last year one
of our biggest problems was that
people were so drunk that they
would just nap during the concert. So moving it to Friday night
will hopefully save us some of
that long, drawn-out drinking.”
During their initial budget hearing this semester, Social
Board members informed the

Business and Finance Committee that they wanted to dedicate more money and effort to
booking a big band, according
to Vleck. The Board didn’t finalize its decision to move the
concert to Friday until later,
however. Leland Holcomb ’14,
sophomore class president, said
Student Council gave the group
the money “assuming they would
do [Sendoff] on Saturday, but we
went back and had a look and saw
there was nothing [in the policy]
that said that.”
Members of the administration and Social Board made
it clear that for them, Sendoff
events and activities will be occurring on Friday, April 27. Saturday’s activities are not under their
purview. “People are concerned
about what’s going to happen on
Saturday. It’s not my concern. It’s
not Social Board’s concern. It’s an
administrative thing,” Schiller
said. “But we are trying to get this
discussion to move along so that
everyone will know what’s going
to happen with the weekend.”
The administration has not
yet fully discussed possibilities
for events on Saturday, but both
Mastrangelo and Vleck said they
would be willing to work with
students who wanted to continue Saturday festivities, although
they will not be involved with the
Social Board event on Friday.
“It was kind of unclear what
[Saturday] would look like, but I
think the administration left the
conversation open for what happens with Saturday. I can say that
Social Board will not be doing
any programming on Saturday,”
Vleck said.

After Student Council
learned of Social Board’s decision, representatives on the body
worked to form a subcommittee to address creating events for
Saturday, according to Junior
Class President Ryan Liegner
’13. “Though this type of issue
usually rests outside of Student
Council’s jurisdiction, the Council thought it was worthwhile to
form a subcommittee last Sunday
[Feb. 12] to address the particularities of Sendoff this year,” he
said. “Officially, Saturday, April
28 is up to the student body to organize under current party policy. So a few members of Student
Council felt that with our legislative experience, we would be wellequipped to navigate this issue.”
The change has had unforeseen consequences for Student
Council, according to Holcomb.
“We’re having big issues talking
about bigger policy for Sendoff
because we wanted to know beforehand that it was on Friday,”
he said. “The only problem was
that now we’re going to have to
[make policy] a lot quicker.”
Sendoff party policy is specifically tailored for a Sendoff
on Saturday, but Jon Green ’13,
communications director for
Student Council, said the policy
could conceivably be altered to fit
a Friday Sendoff as well. “It could
easily be within the administration’s rights to reinterpret [the
policy] because it’s written under
the assumption that the event
is on a Saturday and it’s not this
year,” he said. “It’s probably too
late for them to write a new policy. It’s a question of the letter and
the spirit of the law. The letter of

News Briefs

the law says [Sendoff] is Saturday, [but] the spirit of the law is
assuming the concert is also on
Saturday, so it would not be that
big of a stretch for [the administration] to re-interpret that and
re-interpret the time frame so it
can be on Friday.”
Because the party policy specific to Sendoff assumes a Saturday date, policy for Friday is
still in the works, according to
Dean of Students Hank Toutain.
“There was an assumption, and
it was ill-advisedly made, that
Sendoff would always be on a
specific day, and so as for what
part of the policy applies to Friday, I think it would be the part
that is specific to Sendoff from
last year,” he said. “But we have
to take a careful look at the policies we have in place and follow
the ones that are most applicable
under the circumstances.”
As of now, Friday’s portion
could include the band and carnival activities as well as elements
from south quad’s Sendoff. Tentatively, “Sendoff … would be
the same as last year where the
south quad would be fenced
with volunteers working the entrances,” Mastrangelo said in
an email. “The only difference
would be the time frame because
they cannot begin parties on Friday before 4:00 p.m.”
Saturday’s party policy may
be more complicated. Some students want to host parties on
south quad that begin at 10:00
a.m., when last year’s Sendoff
began. Under the current policy,
however, parties cannot begin
until 1:00 p.m. on Saturday. “Saturday would be like any other

Social Board Announces Sendoff Bands
After years of low student turnout at the Summer Sendoff concert, Social Board directed energy, funds
and resources toward booking a band with a big name for this year’s event. Big Boi, or Antwan André Patton,
a rapper, songwriter, record producer and actor, will headline Sendoff this year, performing on Friday, April 27
at 10:00 p.m. on Ransom Lawn. Kenyon students might remember Big Boi as a former member of OutKast,
a hip-hop duo with André 3000 which found success in the early 2000s.
Social Board further confirmed on Feb. 14 that the opening act for Big Boi will be STRFKR, an electronica band from Portland, Ore. Formed in 2000, the band reached commercial success partially through
the release of its song “Rawnald Gregory Erickson the Second” in a Target commercial in 2009. The group is
known for wearing women’s clothing onstage.
As part of its emphasis on choosing a more popular band this year, Social Board teamed up with the Horn
Gallery to book the bands. They used a survey conducted after last year’s Sendoff to guide their decision, according to Social Board Co-Chair Sarah Schiller ’14. In 2011, “it was clear the highest votes were for an alternative band and someone in the rap/hip-hop genre … so luckily we were able to get both genres for Sendoff this
year,” Schiller said. 							
— Lili Martinez

Senate Passes Revised Student Council Elections Policy

The Student Life Committee has revised the Student Council elections policy, moving nominations
and elections earlier in the semester and requiring a group meeting for all potential candidates. This measure
passed the Student Council last week and unanimously passed in Campus Senate on Thursday, Feb. 9.
Vice President for Student Life Whitty Montgomery ’12 said, “In the past, [the Student Life Committee]
began the election process by taking nominations right after Spring Break, [but] with this new process, we …
take nominations before Spring Break.”
Montgomery explained that the training process will be facilitated by this change. “It’s been difficult for
us in the past to properly train the new people coming into Student Council, especially in the positions of
President and Student Life and even Housing and Dining Committee, unless they’ve had previous experience with all the large hearings we [Student Council] have to deal with,” Montgomery said.
Christina Mastrangelo, director of Student Activities and Greek Life, said the new policy will ensure students are more informed about elections.
Last year “there were issues [with] the management of the nominations,” she said. “Unfortunately, [the
VP for Student Life] intentionally left a name off the ballot.” The pre-election meeting will allow the VP for
Student Life to feel “more confident that he or she has relayed that information versus an email that … most
people may not read,” Mastrangelo said.
—Grace Hitzeman

Saturday, in which case the outdoor party policy and general
party policy as described in the
student handbook would be in
effect,” Mastrangelo said.
Schiller said Social Board is
considering setting up a small
stage on south quad for student
bands to perform on Saturday.
On Friday, popular carnival attractions from last year, including funnel cakes, a photo booth,
a henna tattoo artist and a caricature artist, will be present, in addition to an AVI-catered dinner
and snacks.
It remains to be seen what
effects the move to Friday will
have on class attendance. “We
don’t want this to conflict with
academics, obviously,” Mastrangelo said. “We want people to be
going to class on Friday as they
would on any other Friday and
then really hitting the ground
running as soon as class is over
and having a good time.”
The administration does have
some concerns that students will
choose to miss class and begin
Sendoff early, but Mastrangelo
said there is no way to predict
how prevalent this problem will
be. “There are some legitimate
concerns with that, but honestly
it’s hard to gauge at this point.
I think that is the individual’s
choice,” Mastrangelo said. “I
don’t recommend it. An event
from 4:00 or 5:00 to almost
11:00 at night is a reasonable
amount of time to be socializing,
but ... I hope they choose to go
to class if they have a class; if they
don’t have class that day, what
they do is up to them.”
James Dennin ’13, a member

of Alpha Delta Pi, said changing
Sendoff events to Friday harms
the integrity of what Sendoff represents to Kenyon. “I think it’s
bad to divide the event up into
two because the whole point of
Sendoff is that it’s this one day
that concludes the semester,”
Dennin said. But he added, “I
don’t think that that spirit of
Sendoff will ever be changed.
Sendoff is great because it’s the
one day of the year when we once
again awake early and of our own
volition, knowing that the upcoming day will bring nothing
but the fulfillment of our most
trivial and whimsical desires.”
Mastrangelo thinks the spirit
of Sendoff will be preserved, even
with the move. “I do think it’s
important to highlight the fact
that that isn’t really changing —
there’s still that opportunity to
have that feeling of community,
to be hanging out on south quad
and having a good time with your
friends and then having a great
concert after,” she said. “I think
[students] will find that Sendoff,
in terms of Social Board’s definition [of it], is going to be pretty
consistent, if not better, than
years past, even though it’s on a
Friday.”
Dennin was less optimistic.
“Will [Sendoff] be the same if
the event is spread out, if instead
of being the culmination, the
concert is just on an ordinary
Friday? The answer is no, it won’t
be the same, and in doing so,
we’ll lose a lot of the absolutelydeserved catharsis and social cohesion which is supposed to be
the point of Sendoff in the first
place,” he said.

Village Record

Feb. 9, 12:37 a.m. — Illegal substances: report of illegal drug use in Lewis Hall.
Feb. 9, 12:40 p.m. — Vandalism: unknown persons incorrectly used fire extinguisher
in McBride Residence Hall. Extinguisher replaced.
Feb. 10, 10:35 p.m. — Suspicious persons: unknown male called radio station.
Feb. 11, 1:00 a.m. — Medical injury: student fell and cut area around left eye in Crozier
Center Lot. Transported to College Township Fire Department for evaluation.
Feb. 11, 10:56 p.m. — Medical illness: ill student in Caples Residence Hall complaining
of blackouts. Assessed by Safety officers and transported to Knox Community Hospital
(KCH).
Feb. 12, 12:29 a.m. — Medical illness: intoxicated student in Horn Gallery assessed and
treated by Safety officers.
Feb. 12, 12:42 a.m. — Medical illness: intoxicated student in Manning Residence Hall. Assessed and treated by Safety officers.
Feb. 12, 11:05 p.m. — Vehicular accident: two-vehicle accident in Olin Lot. No injuries and
minimal damage to vehicles.
Feb. 13, 4:47 p.m. — Medical illness: student had seizure in Mather Residence Hall. Assessed by Safety officers and transported to KCH for further evaluation.
Feb. 13, 5:02 p.m. — Runaway minor: runaway found by Safety officer in Farr Hall. Minor
arrested due to warrant.
Feb. 13, 11:50 p.m. — Medical injury: student on Middle Path crashed bike, cutting lips and
chipping a tooth. Assessed by Safety officer.
Feb. 14, 2:29 p.m. —Theft/larceny: student reported watch stolen from restroom in Chalmers Library.

Corrections

The article “Construction Update” (Jan. 25) stated incorrectly that the Wilson Apartments
will be torn down in the summer of 2012. The Wilson Apartments will be torn down in the
summer of 2013.
The article “Up and Coming: Clubs” (Feb. 8) misstated several facts concerning the Fools
on the Hill. Out of 67 people who auditioned for the group last fall, three were accepted, including one underclassman. The article also misstated that the Fools focus on short-form improvisation. They perform long-form improv at the vast majority of their shows.
The Collegian regrets the errors.
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‘Vibrant’ Prof Harvey Lodish ’62 Returns to Teach on Stem Cells
ROSALYN AQUILA
and GABRIEL ROM
Most of the year, Harvey Lodish
’62 teaches at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. For two weeks this
spring, however, the renowned molecular biologist and author ditched urban Cambridge for rural Gambier.
Lodish, who recently finished
teaching the intensive course “Special
Topic: Stem Cells,” said his short stint
as a Kenyon professor sprouted from
his desire to reconnect with his alma
mater and expose students to current
biological research.
“Harvey has thought for a long,
long time about trying to come back
and do a course like this,” said Karen
Hicks, associate professor of biology,
who studied under Lodish at MIT.
A stem-cell specialist, Lodish and
his colleagues concentrate on engineering stem cells on a molecular level
to use them to fight disease. Lodish
did two years of postdoctoral research
with Drs. Sydney Brenner and Francis
Crick, the latter of whom discovered
the structure of DNA with Dr. James
D. Watson. Lodish has also served on
advisory panels for the National Institute of Health, the National Science
Foundation and the American Cancer

Society. A chemistry and math major
at Kenyon, he graduated summa cum
laude and with highest honors in both
subjects and now serves as an emeritus
trustee of the College.
His class offered Kenyon students
opportunities they could not find anywhere else in the science curriculum,
both in the content and intensity of
the course.
“People were really excited about
this, because it would give our students this opportunity to interact with
a very successful alum, and take a really specialized course,” Hicks said. “My
impression is that it was really about
guiding Kenyon students through
cutting-edge scientific literature in the
field of stem cell biology. So the very
first class meeting had some lecture
component, and the other seven class
meetings were really discussion-oriented and each one focused on a different
scientific journal.”
Participants in the course came
from a diverse group of Kenyon science students — some had never dealt
with stem cells before, while others
were familiar with molecular biology
but not with the research Lodish discussed.
Biology major Graham Sorenson
’12, who had little background in the

3

EVIE KALLENBACH

Harvey Lodish ’62 returned to Kenyon to teach an intensive two-week survey of cutting-edge topics in stem
cell research.
subject before Lodish’s course, said
he gained considerable perspective on
how research is conducted at the highest levels of science and learned how to
present complex ideas in a concise and
accurate way.
Andrew Gipson ’13 had a similar
experience. “We were forced to become amateur experts on stem cells. It
was an immersion experience,” he said.
Aaron Yeoh ’12 also found

Lodish’s course different from other
Kenyon classes. Besides allowing him
a chance to delve into important contemporary research, the course offered
him the opportunity to “grapple with
very relevant pieces of research that
contribute to the field,” he said.
The chance to learn how the mind
of a world-renowned scientist ticks
was especially rewarding for Dan
Riggins ’13.

“He was definitely not a perfect
guy, but that’s part of what was very
inspiring. He told us from the get-go
that he was not a role model,” he said.
Hicks said Lodish is much like
the professor she remembers from her
graduate years.
“What I remember about him
then holds true,” she said. “… He is a
very energetic, vibrant, engaged, excited scientist.”

Kugle Speaks on Various Islamic Speaker Inspires Through
Views of Homosexuality
Charitable Action
KIP PESSES

LILI MARTINEZ

The Bible and the Torah explicitly address homosexuality. But what does the
Qur’an, Islam’s holiest book, have to say on
the subject? Less than you might think.
Much of the understanding of homosexuality within Islam rests on interpretation,
according to Scott Kugle, associate professor
of South Asian and Islamic studies at Emory
University, who facilitated a discussion on
Feb. 12 and gave a talk Feb.13 at Kenyon.
“The Qur’an as scripture does not condemn homosexuality,” said Kugle in his lecture last Sunday. “But Islam as a constructed
religious tradition may, depending on who is
representing it.” The Qur’an takes no clear
stand on issues of homosexuality, but many
people cite certain passages, specifically
those dealing with the cities of Sodom and
Gomorrah, as evidence of God’s will on the
subject. Though the subject is widely debated, Kugle was quick to point out that “sexual practices and gender identities in Muslim
communities … have been documented for
over a thousand years.”
Awarded his Ph.D. from Duke University in History of Religions, Kugle was an
assistant professor of religion at Swarthmore College and a research scholar at the
Henry Martyn Institute for Islamic Studies
before joining the faculty at Emory University. He has written four books and various
articles dealing with topics such as Islamic
mysticism and homosexuality within Islam.
“One of the things about coming to a place
like Kenyon is that our students have an opportunity to learn, not just in the classroom,
but from speakers and guests as well,” Vernon Schubel, professor of religious studies,
said.
Kugle was quick to address misconceptions about the homogeneity of Muslim
opinions. He said that the diverse beliefs
within Muslim populations make it impossible to have one set of principles concerning
any topic, including gay rights. Moreover,

While riding from Vietnam to Thailand on
an old Russian motorcycle, Adam Swartzbaugh
was hit by a truck. Though he had to spend two
weeks recovering at a hospital in Bangkok, the experience changed his life.
Swartzbaugh will speak at Kenyon this Friday, Feb. 17 through the Burton D. Morgan Innovation Greenhouse Program, which supports
student entrepreneurship and small business and
“seeks to cultivate entrepreneurial spirit and its
creative opportunity” at the College.
The people Swartzbaugh met after recovering from his accident in Thailand, in particular a
young girl working as a child prostitute, inspired
him to stay in Thailand and eventually found the
GENESIS Network, a nonprofit that uses social
networking to advocate for international human
rights. The 24-year-old also holds degrees in international relations and development studies from
Brown University, speaks six languages and serves
as the battalion commander of the Reserve Officers’ Training Corps (ROTC) at Providence College.
Scott Gosnell, coordinator for Innovation
Greenhouse and a member of the Career Development Office staff, decided to bring Swartzbaugh to Kenyon because he hopes the breadth
of Swartzbaugh’s experience will inspire Kenyon
students to self-start, despite the stress of college.
“If you look at Adam’s background, you see
that he has done a lot of things very quickly with
minimal resource and a lot of energy and made a
very big impact from those,” Gosnell said. “You
also see that he has not just done a lot of projects,
but he’s succeeded in a lot of areas. He was a teenage cycling champion, he graduated from an Ivy
League university with two degrees, he founded
two very good philanthropic organizations, he’s
doing great things with the Army … so I thought
it would be interesting to bring him to Kenyon to
share some of those areas with the student body.”
Swartzbaugh started the GENESIS Network
(which stands for Global Empowerment Networking to Enlighten Social Improvement and
Sustainability) after doing relief work with the

SAM COLT

Scott Kugle came to Kenyon to discuss Islam’s understanding of homosexuality.
the discussion takes on different forms in
the West, where Islam is still a minority religion, versus the East, where it is more dominant. In the West, the discussion focuses on
the essence of theology or the interpretation
of the Qur’an, while those in the East look
at issues from a human rights perspective.
Kugle sees the recent Arab Spring as “an important jumping-off point” that could be a
catalyst for a great leap forward.
Tackling an issue like homosexuality
in Islam is complex, especially in America,
where either topic alone often provokes vehement protest.
“I would like to actually take it out of the
grand framework because it’s distracting in
the larger debate of Western liberal values
versus Muslim society, and both sides end
up having stereotyped views,” Kugle said.
Kugle was optimistic about the future
of gay rights in the Islamic community, although he acknowledged that the issue of
homosexuality is complicated in all contexts. Schubel agreed, adding that “to be a
fully educated liberal person in the 21st century, one must understand the world and all
of its cultures. It is the story of us.”

United States Agency for International Development (USAID) in Thailand. His sister, Lauren Swartzbaugh, explained that the trip went
longer than expected. “His stint was going to
be brief, but he ended up falling in love with the
people and was inspired by the level of community there,” she said. “He was there for over a year,
and over the course of the year you end up seeing
a lot of things you wouldn’t see. [Thailand is] one
of the epicenters of [child prostitution], and that
angered him to the point where he came back a
different person, saying, ‘There has to be something I can do.’”
The GENESIS branch in Thailand, Kid
Launch, has built three schools and currently educates 300 students, according to Lauren Swartzbaugh. The organization also just received a grant
from the Australian Embassy for $17,000, which
“is exciting because it helps us break ground for a
new school in Thailand. … The most motivating
factor [for our volunteers] is that success is measured in terms of schools built, or kids helped, and
quite honestly their lives are saved because of it,”
Lauren Swartzbaugh said.
One of her brother’s best qualities is his ability
to inspire others, Lauren Swartzbaugh said. “After
a conversation with him, you find yourself walking away all giddy and excited to make something
impossible happen,” she said. “He is truly one of
the most remarkable human beings I’ve ever met,
and I’ve traveled a bit and met some pretty profound people, but he takes the cake.”
The title of Swartzbaugh’s talk is “Getting
into the Right Kind of Trouble and Back Out
Again,” apt for someone so young who has done
so much. “This month I’m jumping out of planes
and training with Italian special forces, in a couple
months I’ll be in Thailand building a school and
in a couple after that I’ll be in Afghanistan conducting long-range surveillance operations to disable an insurgent network,” Swartzbaugh said in
an email. “After that, who knows? We can change
the world in any way we see fit — taking the first
step and tripping a couple times is a part of the
process. That’s the message I hope to convey.”
Adam Swartzbaugh will be speaking on Friday,
Feb. 17 at 6:30 p.m. in the Gund Gallery.
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Seize the Notes From A Broad: Pats Lose, Patriotism Wins
Saturday
Embrace the date change
and step up to make Sendoff a two-day event.

staff editorial

Last year, it was the fence. This year, it is
the date. Every year, the administration chips
away at the hallowed institution known as
Summer Sendoff, forever ruining a Kenyon
tradition.
That’s the popular narrative from some
corners of this campus, anyway. But, we
aren’t quite sure that this is accurate. Traditions change, and the selection of Big Boi and
STRFKR will make the music component of the event much stronger.
We also don’t fault Social Board
for moving their activities to Friday.
Social Board members are required
to work the event, and reducing the
hours Sendoff runs will undoubtedly
ease the burden on them during this
notoriously raucous event.
That said, it is unfortunate that,
even if students opted to fund activities themselves, no parties could happen on south quad on Saturday, April
28 before 1:00 p.m., as would be true
on any other weekend. This will not be
any other weekend, regardless of how the administration treats it.
We urge administrators and student government officials to modify the party policy
to allow festivities to begin on south quad at
10:00 a.m. as they have in past years.
We also believe that Social Board has created a void student organizations can fill. While
the Greek community seems the obvious heir
to Sendoff, we encourage all groups to consider holding parties in the spirit of the end of
the year.
There is another option: if enough student
organizations band together, they could run a
party on the entirety of south quad à la Sendoffs of years past. They would all need to provide party monitors and people to perform
door duty, but the preservation of the spirit of
Sendoff will be a strong motivator.
If members of the student body handle this
situation properly, they may actually have a
chance to reclaim Sendoff from the administration. This date change could have potential,
but only if Kenyon students realize it and act.

FRANCES SUTTON
I suppose it’s inevitable that
someday my kids will ask me
about the facts of life. We all
look to our parents for the answers to certain fundamental
questions because we believe
they will supply us with worldly wisdom we can’t get from
school, church or Wikipedia.
My kids will be the same way.
When they’re young, it’ll be a
simple question like “why do we
hate the Yankees?” When they
get a little older and start dating, it’ll be questions like “why
did Grandma say that if I married a Giants fan, I would be
kicked out of the family?” Even
when they’re grown up, they’ll
probably still have important
questions they need answered,
like “why does it seem like I was
born with an intrinsic feeling
of melancholy that delivers me
bursts of hope quickly followed
by crippling despair?”
I will respond the same way
every time. The answer to all
these questions (and many others) is simple: “because you are a
Boston sports fan.”
Older Boston sports fans
will tell you that history has
not always been kind to New
England sports teams and that
our past decade of success has
spoiled us. Everyone knows that
being a Boston sports fan is its
own kind of martyrdom, but for
the last 10 years, it seems like
we have been talking the talk
and not necessarily walking the
walk. The 2011-2012 season,
though, has been overkill: first
watching the painful deterioration of the Red Sox, then cel-

ebrating the end of the NBA
strikes only to be disappointed
by a so-so Celtics team, and
now, staying up until ungodly
hours on a different continent
to watch the elite New England
Patriots lose once again to the
Giants in the Super Bowl. Now,
that last one is sort of specific to
me, and while I’m sure that all
Patriots fans who watched the
end of the game felt like giant
daggers were plunged into their
hearts, I am convinced that I
suffered enough for the New
England Patriots this Super
Bowl weekend to cover Boston
sports martyrdom for the next
century. I, however, might have
been their downfall — I guess
I should start at the beginning.
On the eve of the game,
while out with some friends at
a bar in Copenhagen (totally
legal here, sheriff!), I had my
wallet stolen. This wouldn’t
have been a huge tragedy (I had
about $15 on my person and all
my cards could be canceled) but
for the fact that my transportation pass was also in my wallet. You see, my dorm is in rural
Denmark, about a 25-minute
train ride from Copenhagen. To
travel in and out of Copenhagen
from that distance is not a cheap
endeavor, and replacing that
pass was going to be somewhere
in the neighborhood of $500.
The immediate crisis was that
I had no way of getting home,
and my friend, Rebecca, didn’t
have enough money to buy me
the seven-zone ticket I needed
to get there. I searched the bar
in hysterics for my wallet, but
Rebecca finally convinced me
to give up, leave my name and
email address at the coat check
and hope for the best.
The next day, I was despondent. I talked to my mom and
eventually the topic of the Super
Bowl came up. “Yeah, a bunch
of my friends from the dorm
were going to an Irish bar to
watch it, but I’m not gonna go

anymore,” I said.
She freaked out. “Frances,
you have the chance to watch
the Super Bowl in a different
country. How many people can
say they’ve done that? You’re not
going to stop going out just because you got your wallet stolen.
Don’t let this bad experience
define your study abroad experience.” So I told my friends
that I would come with them,
as long as I could pay them back
later for everything. Later in the
afternoon, I also got an email
from someone who worked at
the bar saying that my wallet
had been turned in and I could
go get it Monday. When I asked
if my transportation pass was
still inside, he said he didn’t
look inside, but usually thieves
steal only money. There was
hope, but not a lot of it.
We took a train into the city.
Because a ticket from our dorm
to Copenhagen costs about $17
and because I had an 8:30 a.m.
class, I had packed my backpack
for school the next day and was
planning on sleeping inside one
of the academic buildings that
was open all night. (Note: this
is not actually allowed, but I
figured the game was going to
go until almost 5:00 a.m. and
the commute wasn’t going to be
worth it. Worst case scenario, I
could pretend like I was pulling
an all-nighter studying and fell
asleep — am I right?) This crazy
plan is what you call dedication,
and dedication, my friends, is
what Boston sports fandom is
all about! But dedication can
also lead to pain and suffering,
and it did.
The first half of the game
was fun: we had a good time
eating, drinking and watching
a close game with American
and (inexplicably) Danish Patriots and Giants fans. Around
2:30 a.m., the less dedicated
fans went home. The rest of us
stayed and prayed that it would
be worth it. I met a fellow Pats

fan who also was planning on
sleeping in an academic building. We bonded, and I told her
about my missing wallet and
the email from that afternoon.
It was the third quarter, the Patriots were ahead by a little and
I uttered the unforgivable: “I
want my transportation pass to
be in that wallet when I pick it
up tomorrow more than I want
the Pats to win the Super Bowl.”
That was it. I ruined everything. The Patriots fell apart in
the last five minutes and so did
those of us who had stayed up
until 4:30 a.m. to watch those
last five minutes.
The other girl and I left the
bar in a huff, found the academic building, went into a classroom and attempted to sleep.
The classroom, like everywhere
in Denmark, was freezing cold.
We shivered violently as we
napped for three hours, woke
up and went to class. I didn’t get
to change clothes and the “Go
Pats!” written on my face in
marker wouldn’t wash off all the
way. I had a quiz in my second
class and it seemed like everyone
around me was a Giants fan. It
was official: the Boston sports
gods were punishing me. In the
afternoon, I walked to the bar
to pick up my wallet — it was
sopping wet with beer and mud,
but it contained my transportation pass. For once, Denmark
had shown me mercy.
I hope beyond hope that this
is not a sign from the universe
telling me that I’m no longer
welcome back in New England,
that I should become an ex-Pat
(pun intended) and start following handball. I do love my Boston sports teams, but they don’t
always love me back. Denmark
is finally showing me some love,
so I’m not going to take back
what I said. Instead, I’m going
to move on, from both the wallet crisis and the Super Bowl,
because I’m a Boston sports fan
and that’s what we do.

Letter to the Editor: Professor Emeritus Credits Alumnus With Seminal Work
Your welcome Feb. 2 article “Kenyon and the Civil War” did not intend a thorough discussion. Readers, however, should be made aware of the fundamental work on this subject. The
preeminent political role of Kenyon among all colleges and universities in the 19th century, particularly with regard to Lincoln and the Civil War, was first comprehensively demonstrated,
with much freshly uncovered documentation, by Peter Dickson ’69 in two articles and a book, Old Kenyon and Lincoln’s Kenyon Men. You refer to your consultation of the Kenyon archives. Dickson’s works are available there as the most important single body of material on Kenyon’s involvement with Lincoln and the Civil War. I would expect them to come to your
attention. They are essential for the historical understanding of our College. Readers who would like to pursue the topic should be able to obtain a reprint of Dickson’s book by late February. The Kenyon College Bookstore will have it when it becomes available.
— William E. McCulloh, Professor Emeritus of Classics
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What Facebook Won’t Tell You About:

Jacob Smith ’12

JULIE FRANCE
As much as we love Facebook, its
shallow profiling and lack of specificity
will never reveal everything about its
users. So who is the man behind Jacob
Smith’s profile picture?
The following interview has been edited for clarity and length.
The Kenyon Collegian: Contrary to
Facebook’s mission of having interests,
activities and number of friends define
you, what really defines you?
Smith: I am a political science major. I have been working on my honors
paper all the time and am only half finished ... and currently I am just waiting
to be rejected by graduate schools.
TKC: Do you really have 189
friends?
JS: Ha, no, not at all.
TKC: What is your favorite day of
the week?
JS: Tuesdays for sure, because I have
lots of time to work on my honors paper
and because there are often elections
that day.
TKC: What kind of ‘junkie’ are
you?
JS: I am a political trivia junkie.
When watching congressional speeches, I like to try to name all of the senators and congressmen in the audience.
I’ve memorized all the senators and governors. I also like to predict elections for

JULIE FRANCE

Smith ’12, a political science major, is “married to his honors paper.”
fun. Of the current 100 senators, I have
predicted all but three correctly. The
ones I missed were Maine in 2008 and
Colorado and Nevada in 2010.
TKC: A person’s relationship status
is not as simple as ‘single,’ ‘in a relationship’ or ‘it’s complicated.’ So what is the
real scoop on your relationship status?
JS: Well, I am ‘married’ to my honors paper.
TKC: Is the glass half empty or half
full?
JS: It’s half full, but may be half empty by the time this is published, since I
might hear back from graduate schools

by then.
TKC: If you could live in any time
period, which one would you choose?
JS: Either now or during the Constitutional Convention. But I really value
modern technology over the Constitutional Convention, so actually now.
TKC: We know that Facebook lists
all of your favorite TV shows, but tell us
more.
JS: I’m a huge fan of the TV show
Psych. I have incorporated some of
Shawn’s sayings into my everyday conversation, such as ‘I’ve heard it both
ways.’

TKC: If you could be any of the professors here at Kenyon, who would you
be?
JS: Professor of Political Science
John Elliott, because he’s exactly what I
am working to be.
TKC: What is your funniest recess
story from elementary school?
JS: In sixth grade, I tried to organize
a protest against group punishment
when students were forced to stand still
and silent at recess for 20 minutes. This
was in response to about 25 students not
getting in line the previous day because
a dog was on the playground, so the
playground monitors decided to punish all 200 of us. I decided to protest by
holding up a sign and encourag[ing] the
other students to do the same. No one
else held up a sign, and mine was taken
away. I know how that guy in Tiananmen Square must have felt.
TKC: The great thing about talking
in person, rather than on one’s ‘wall,’ is
that it won’t come back to haunt you
since it’s not in writing. What would
you never say on Facebook?
JS: Just anything bad about anyone!
TKC: What is your favorite place in
the world?
JS: I would have to say my hometown, Clinton, Ohio. But my favorite
place to visit is probably the island of
Chincoteague, Va.
TKC: Did you go through any stub-

born phases when you were a child?
JS: When I was little, I didn’t like the
letter ‘L’ and forced my parents to not
use it when spelling words. I changed
my mind when I realized that the third
of Donald Duck’s nephews Luey had a
name that started with that letter.
TKC: You are obviously into politics. Do you have any funny self-campaigning stories?
JS: In high school, I won an election
for class treasurer by creating signs that
featured cartoon characters, including
the Lucky Charms leprechaun. My slogan on those signs was ‘He’s magically
judicious.’ I also was the first student to
ever buy an ad in the school paper.
TKC: Breakfast is the most important meal of the day. How do you spend
it?
JS: Every day I get breakfast at the
Bookstore and get an asiago bagel with
cream cheese and a refill coffee. I use a
mug I won for a character award in 12th
grade. I’ve not missed a breakfast at Kenyon since early 2009.
TKC: What is your lifetime status?
JS: Perhaps something like “in the
library.” Within the past year, three librarians have made comments to me
about the amount of time I spend in
the library. One commented that they
thought the library should dedicate a
bookshelf or a chair to me at the end of
the year.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Kenyon Innovation Greenhouse

Getting into the right kind of trouble
and back out again.
Executive Director,
The GENESIS Network
Founder, Kid Launch
1st Lieutenant US Army
MA, BA Brown (’09)

Adam Swartzbaugh
Gund Gallery
6:30 PM
February 17th, 2012
This event is made possible by the generosity of
the Burton D. Morgan Foundation and the Veale Foundation
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Kenyon’s black history is rich in noteworthy events that make Black History Month relevant even in Gambier.

Integration at Kenyon: A Complicated and Extensive Evolution
KELSEY RANDHAWA

Kenyon football 1951: Jackson, #26, is front row center. Ballard is third from left in the third row.
bad winter. Current students know
little about Lebeite, but he has an
enduring presence on campus. Professor of English Perry Lentz, in an
email in 1998, noted how highly
honored the prince was as the “only
student name commemorated in
the stained glass windows of the
Church of the Holy Spirit.” This
tribute and Lebiete’s grave in the
Kenyon Cemetery remain as symbols of the last black student on Kenyon’s campus prior to World War
II.
The first two black students to
attend Kenyon College proper were
Allen B. Ballard, Jr. ’52 and Stanley “Speedy Stan” Jackson ’52. Both
attended after President Gordon
Chalmers made an effort to recruit
African -American students.
Despite opposition from some
of the community, especially in

Mount Vernon, both students excelled and made significant contributions to the Kenyon community,
including on the football field. In
a much-noted incident, Chalmers canceled a football game with
Sewanee: University of the South,
on Nov. 12, 1949, five days before
the game was scheduled. Sewanee
refused to let Jackson and Ballard
play because Sewanee Athletic Director Gordon Clark insisted that
“Negroes would not be used by either team in [their] football games
and [Sewanee] considered this
agreement a definite part of [the]
contract,” according to a source in
the College archives.
After deliberation, Sewanee
agreed to play the desegregated
team, but Clark declined a previously accepted invitation to a postgame dinner to limit the interracial
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Distinguished Kenyon Alumnus
Revisits Battle with Racism

Kenyon Celebrates
Black History Month

The faces that dot Middle Path
have not always been as diverse as
they are today.
Still, only about 4.7 percent of
students at Kenyon can be categorized as “Black African,” according
to The Integrated Post-Secondary
Data Survey conducted in the fall
of 2011 at Kenyon. Sixty-seven percent of students can be categorized
as “White.” The survey did not collect data from students studying
abroad.
Nevertheless, unlike many colleges, Kenyon does have a history
of black enrollment dating back to
before the Civil War.
The first of these students was
William J. Alston, who graduated
from Bexley Hall, a seminary of the
Episcopal Church and a division
of Kenyon, in 1859. As the only
black student, he faced racism even
in church, when he “was requested
to remain until the whole white
population of the place had partaken [in Communion], when he,
the solitary colored man, was allowed to present himself,” according to Bishop Charles Pettit McIlvain’s daughter in a letter about
her father’s visit to Gambier. Despite opposition, Alston graduated
from Bexley and became one of the
first African-American Episcopal
priests in America.
Just a few years later, Kenyon
once again hosted a black student,
this time a prince from the Gold
Coast who came to attend the
Gambier Mission House in 1864.
Prince Kwaku Lebiete’s presence on
campus was brief and ended when
he died in 1865 at age 14 during a
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contact. Chalmers then canceled
the game to avoid negative relations
between the schools and to avoid an
episode, because he felt that “Negro students are regular students
at Kenyon College and in no sense
second-class students or citizens.
Teams which play Kenyon College
[should] play the Kenyon College
team or not at all,” according to a
source in the College archives.
Ballard continued to excel at
football and in the academic realm,
serving as student body president
and graduating magna cum laude
and Phi Beta Kappa. He went on
to receive a Ph.D. in government
from Harvard. He still retains his
Kenyon origins and was elected to
be an Alumni Trustee in 2003. He
has written several books, notably
Where I’m Bound, a novel about
the struggles of a former slave fight-

ing in the Civil War, and a memoir,
Breaching Jericho’s Walls. He has
been a professor at Boston University, Dartmouth College, Cornell
University and now the City College of New York.
The pioneers of integration were
notable individuals whose contributions and achievements extend
well beyond this hilltop. That being
said, the College remains predominately white.
The administration is making
efforts to increase diversity, however, according to Director of Multicultural Affairs Chris Kennerly,
who works to retain students from
diverse ethnic backgrounds. Two
programs with this goal in mind
are the Kenyon Educational Enrichment Program (KEEP) and
Recognizing Each Other’s Ability
to Conquer the Hill (REACH).
KEEP is a highly selective program
that provides 24 students with two
summer courses in English and
data analysis, as well as additional
leadership opportunities and assistance from faculty and staff
throughout their college careers.
It is not limited to African Americans, but open to people from varying racial and socioeconomic backgrounds.
REACH is a voluntary program
for minority students who want upperclass mentors.
“By first semester sophomore
year, students have acclimated and
if they so choose, as many do, they
can give back [to the program] by
mentoring,” Kennerly said.
Through these programs, the
administration hopes to lessen the
diversity gap just as Kenyon’s first
black students did.
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Black Student Union
Provides Safe Space

Three Kenyon ladies perform at the African Variety Show, hosted in
1976, five years after the BSU’s creation.

JANE SIMONTON
William Lowry, Jr., far right, poses with other Kenyon baseball players in 1955, during his junior year.

SARAH LEHR
The population of African-American students numbered in the single
digits when William (Bill) Lowry attended Kenyon.
In fact, Lowry graduated as the
fifth black student ever from Kenyon
in 1956, but not before playing football, basketball and baseball and serving as Student Body President. He was
also the first African American to be
initiated into Beta Theta Pi, despite
fierce opposition from the national organization.
Lowry later served as Vice President
for Human Resources and Recruiting
for the MacArthur Foundation. In
2004, the Kenyon Athletic Association inducted him into its Hall of Fame
and, in 2001, he received Kenyon’s
highest alumni award, the Gregg Cup.
Additionally, he has served as a Kenyon
trustee since 1998, and he delivered Kenyon’s commencement speech in 2010.
This interview has been edited for
length and clarity.
The Kenyon Collegian: What drew
you to Kenyon?
Lowry: When I came to Kenyon,
I knew that it was a small liberal arts
school. For high school, I went to a
small school in Chicago called Francis [W.] Parker [School]. Three of my
Francis Parker classmates enrolled at
Kenyon. They had too much fun there
and later dropped out. I applied to Kenyon, along with some other schools,
and after being accepted by Kenyon I
went to something that was called ‘subfreshman weekend.’ Over that weekend, like so many other people before
and after me, I was blown away by the
physical beauty of the campus. I decided on Kenyon, signed on a dotted line
and enjoyed every minute of it.
TKC: Could you discuss when you
pledged the Beta Theta Pis and the controversy surrounding that?
WL: When I first came to Kenyon,
I never thought I would pledge. No
one in my family had been involved
with any sort of Greek organization.
In fact, I was the first in my family to
go to college. As it turned out, many
of my buddies were in Beta Theta Pi.
Though I was not an official member
[until 1954], socially, I was fully involved with the organization on the
level that a member is. I was fine with

that because I couldn’t pay the dues at
the time anyway. Eventually, my fraternity brothers decided to officially initiate me into the national chapter, but
they knew it would not be easy, by any
stretch of the imagination. They had to
make sure that they had taken care of
all the things that were important relative to the fraternity, so that they would
not be turned down on any technicalities. In other words, they wanted to
make sure that they kept their grades
up, that everyone was paying their dues,
and so they notified the [national] fraternity that they were going to initiate a
black student and that was not received
well, especially in the southern chapters. They tried to persuade the guys
[Kenyon Beta Theta Pis] not to do it.
But, they went ahead and initiated me
anyway in April of 1954. I was referred
to for many years, and might still be, as
“The Kenyon Affair,” when, in 1954,
Beta Theta Pi accepted the first black
into their fraternity. Since that time, I
have been asked and accepted a position on the Beta Theta Pi Foundation
Board, and just last weekend was my
first Foundation meeting as a trustee at
Birmingham, Alabama, so that sort of
puts a bow on it.
TKC: How did you deal with instances of racism within the Kenyon
community?
WL: First of all, it’s hard for me to
trust my memory about something
that happened a long, long time ago.
In terms of things that might have
happened at the school, I really don’t
remember any, which isn’t to say that
something didn’t happen. I don’t remember having any crises or any problems. In fact, those were an excellent
four years and probably were the most
consecutive learning years of my life.
I got a lot out of it, and I hope that I
contributed some. I enjoyed some success at the school. As people know, I
played three sports for four years, I was
president of the student body, and a lot
of other things that we did. So it was
full participation and I thought that I
received much more than I gave. I had
some issues with Mount Vernon. Initially, I was not admitted into some of
the restaurants in town. This was off
and on; it wasn’t always the case. I had
doors slammed in my face. From the
standpoint of having a comfort level
at the school, it was fine. I had some

other difficulties within the region,
closer to Columbus when I was traveling with some of my Kenyon buddies, for example. Looking back on it,
it’s very interesting to me that I didn’t
have a problem at Kenyon because now,
and even before now, before institutions would take in people of color they
would make all kinds of preparations,
in order to accommodate that transition, and I’m not so sure that Kenyon
did any of that. I think I was the fifth
black to graduate Kenyon College and
it seems that my experience was amazingly smooth when you consider how
that was a historic thing taking place.
TKC: Do you have anything else to
add?
WL: When I came to Kenyon there
were probably no more than four blacks
on the campus. That has changed substantially. I think now the percentage
of students of color is around 20 percent, so we’ve made some gains. The
point that I want to make is that Kenyon College, just as was the case with
white students, wasn’t for every black
student. I know that during the time
I came to Kenyon there were some
black [students] who came to Kenyon,
but Kenyon wasn’t really the place for
them. That’s important only from the
standpoint to say that Kenyon can affect blacks, whites, Asians and anyone
else in the same way. It has certain characteristics that either fit or don’t fit the
individual and that has very little to do
with color.
Secondly, I feel the need to talk
about the resiliency of the school, the
administration, and the leadership
when responding to current and past
issues, including diversity of students,
faculty and staff. At times when these
things were pretty dire, the leadership
stepped up to the plate. Just like the
relatively small base of Kenyon students, we also have a small base of black
students. Many of us still look upon
the school in a marvelous way. I often
have reunions with my former classmates where we celebrate our time at
Kenyon, to the extent that we probably
drive our wives crazy. In terms of the
early black students, I think that the
student body and the faculty and staff
should know that, by and large, those
of us who got through that school cherish Kenyon and appreciate all that was
done on our behalf.

The Black Student Union is more than its name implies.
“It’s not just African-American students [or] … just people who
are of African descent [in the BSU],” Reina Thomas ’14 said. We’re
not just African Americans. Some of us are African-American
White; some of us are African-American Hispanic, etc. I feel like
it’s more like the Brown People Union than it is the Black Student
Union.”
When it first started in September of 1971, the BSU aimed to
promote better acclimation to Kenyon for both African-American
students and African-American programs of study, according to an
issue of Fortnightly from Winter 1989-90:
“On May 15, 1970, the BSU issued a memorandum to all faculty members that reiterated the calls of the policy statement. They
demanded the establishment of courses that dealt with the black
experience in America in the drama and English departments, continuation of such courses in history and political science, establishment of a Black Student Center, appointment of black upperclass
counselors for all incoming black freshmen, and the institution of
a representative from the Black Student Union as a full member of
both the Admissions and Scholarship Committees.”
The BSU has since developed into a different organization, according to BSU member Karina Cruz ’15.
“I think right now there’s a new way of remembrance and trying to keep the culture alive and just talking,” Cruz said. “It’s a lot
more talking and less like, ‘We [have to] do this.’”
The BSU has made the shift from activism to conversation, but
Jamal Jordan ’12 thinks the organization is succeeding at serving
its current needs.
“[The BSU is] like anything at Kenyon; it changes every four
years with who’s there. Even from 1970-1976, there would [probably] be a very radical difference,” Jordan said. “I think right now …
it’s a very safe space for anyone who feels safe in this space. I think
that’s what, in my opinion, we need most at this point.”
Still, the BSU of today has a lot of important issues to tackle,
Jordan said.
“Kenyon is a very … culturally white campus, and I think a lot
of people don’t realize that,” he said. “It’s predominantly white, in
terms of numbers. Even more so, a lot of places that are very white
can have a more multicultural feel, and Kenyon seems to me, historically and presently, has a very white feel to it. I know that’s controversial to say. Why this organization exists today is to change
that and make it more of a multicultural space. And the biggest
part of that is saying we are a community organization. There is a
Kenyon community, and we want to be a part of that as well.”
The changes undergone by the BSU have also made it a group
whose goal is to cater to students personally, rather than actively
seek to reform a situation, according to Jordan.
“[The goal of the BSU] is just to really create this safe space for
people who don’t often feel safe on this campus. … At least for me
personally, this is the kind of place where you can just ... be so normal and not explain so many things” he said.
The BSU, Jordan said, even helped him to discover important
things about himself.
“It’s a very important organization. … It’s a very important conversation. [The BSU] helped me figure out where my place is at the
school, and that’s something much more complicated than race. …
It’s beyond articulating,” Jordan said.
Cruz agreed with Jordan.
“It’s just a place that reminds you of home every once in awhile,”
Cruz said.
ALL PHOTOS COURTESY OF GREENSLADE SPECIAL COLLECTIONS
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Pupil to Professor: Riegert Reminisces on College Days

Assistant Professor of German Leo Riegert reflects
on his time at St. John’s University.
Assistant Professor of
German Leo Riegert said
he originally chose to go
to St. John’s University in
Collegeville, Minn. because his parents wanted
him to be a priest.
“I thought I wanted
that, too,” Riegert said.
“But then I hit puberty and
started becoming interested in girls.”
St. John’s is a small
Catholic school of about
2,000 men, according to
Riegert. The College of St.
Benedict is its sister school,
with a close campus and a
curriculum similar to St.
John’s. Riegert said that
while the draw of priesthood factored into his decision to attend St. John’s,
convenience was a bonus.
“I went there because
… I went to a college prep
school on the same campus
… which [was] a Catholic boarding school [with]
day students. … In retrospect, it was just kind of an
easy choice,” Riegert said.
“There are many times in
my life I’ve wished I’d gone
somewhere further afield,
but it wasn’t a bad choice.
I just went there because it
was familiar and I liked —
and still love — that place,
St. John’s. It was a big part
of my life because I spent
[almost] eight years there.”

Riegert double-majored
in German and the humanities, which, he said,
was a major for “people like
[him] who couldn’t decide”
on a major. While a double
major requires a variety of
classes, there was one Riegert said struck him as particularly surprising.
“[St. John’s] was a very
open, welcoming place,
[and] it really didn’t censor
any kinds of ideas,” Riegert said. “I had a course on
law [there, and] we were
discussing legal issues and
censorship and pornography, so I had this monk
who showed a porn movie
in class. He was trying to
show us if you have a picture or an artwork or books
or something in the back-

“

considered illegal. And so I
think … this is just an extreme example of the kinds
of things that happened in
classrooms that were usually led by monks. Not usually, but some of them.”
Riegert’s
memorable
college moments didn’t always involve monks, however. He studied abroad at
the University of Freiburg
in southern Germany for a
year, and said he felt that,
in addition to meeting people there who have proven
to be lifelong friends, he
went through both personal and academic turning
points.
“I received a rotary fellowship [to go abroad],
and things were … a lot
less restrictive back then,

“

JANE SIMONTON

[St. John’s] was a very open, welcoming place. It really didn’t censor any kinds of ideas.
Professor Leo Riegert

ground of the porn scene,
then it could be somehow
construed to not be …
‘in the prurient interest.’
Which meant that it had
no redemptive qualities
whatsoever, so anything
that had something mildly
educational in it … was not

Students

Emily Hurd ’15

in terms of having to go
abroad under the auspices
of a program. I directly enrolled in the University of
Freiburg [and] stayed for a
full year,” Riegert said.“I
felt it was the year that a
switch … f lipped and all of
a sudden [I began] to think

COURTESY OF LEO RIEGERT

Assistant Professor of German Leo Riegert spent his college days involved in political activism and German Club, even studying abroad at the University of Freiburg for a full year.
in [German] and … not
constantly go … back and
forth in [my] head translating things. I [also] travelled a lot [and] made a lot
of good friends. … It was
just a very good experience
to have for me.”
Once back on campus,
Riegert did not let his passion for German culture
die, remaining heavily involved in St. John’s German Club.
“We had a fairly active
German Club, of which I
was the president for a year
or two,” Riegert said.
Riegert’s on-campus involvement did not end with
German.
“I was involved in this
group that was interested

Robert Mauck, Associate
Professor of Biology

Patrick Meyers ’12

in economic social justice called the Social Action Coalition. … I went
to homeless shelters in
the area and worked with
homeless people [and] I
went to Washington, D.C.
one Easter break to work
there with the homeless.
Some people in that group
had a weekly protest on
campus,” Riegert said. “I
was young and idealistic
and … that was probably
the most politically active
I’ve been in my life. I felt
like I was directly involved
in making a difference in
lives of those less fortunate than I. I played intramural softball. I did a lot
of drinking. I think those
were the … main things.”

Comparing his college
experience to that of his
students, Riegert said he
had a morsel of advice to
impart.
“Be passionate about
learning and not about
grades. Take your classes
and take them seriously and
look at them as opportunities to grow rather than …
be entertained or get a good
grade or as a stepping stone
to a good job,” Riegert said.
“I see my students in tears
… and I just think, you have
your entire life to feel that
kind of stress, … Enjoy this
time as much as you can.
… There just seems to be a
stress level among Kenyon
students that worries me a
little bit.”

Anne Vleck, Assistant
Director of Student
Activities

Fac/Staff
Fac/Staff
Totals so far:
Students: 73
Faculty: 83

Gambier
Grillin’

Vs

What grassroots bike tour aimed at
raising money for cancer research is
being held at Kenyon this August?

Pelotonia

Pelotonia

Pelotonia

Pelotonia

Pelotonia

What artist headlined the 2012
Super Bowl halftime show?

Madonna

Madonna

Madonna

Madonna

Madonna

What proposition banning same-sex
marriage in California was recently
shot down in a federal appeals court?

Proposition 8

Proposition 8

Proposition 13

Proposition 36

What celebrity did Michelle Obama
recently take on in a fitness challenge?

Rosie O’Donnell

Stephen Colbert

Richard Simmons

Sean T

Jimmy Fallon

Donald Trump has decided to endorse which GOP cantidate?

Ron Paul

Mitt Romney

Mitt Romney

Mitt Romney

Mitt Romney

Total Correct

3

4

3

3

By Madeline McGrady

Proposition 8
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Ransom Notes Stay Positive Despite ICCA Defeat
KATHERINE BAKER
The Ransom Notes may
have been disappointed by
their last-place finish in last
weekend’s a capella competition, but they’re not giving up
hope.
The group competed
against nine other a cappella
groups in the Midwest Division of the International Collegiate Competition of A Cappella (ICCA) on Feb. 11.
“We got there and we
sang three new songs that we
had learned a little bit before
break,” said Ransom Notes
founder Taylor Hartwell ’14.
“Most of the [other] groups
sang songs that had been in
the group for a long time. We
weren’t as polished or professional-looking, but I think it
was still really good. I think we
sounded good enough to hold
our own against other groups.”
Edward Baxter ’15 joined
the Ransom Notes in the fall.
Even without moving on in

the ICCA competition, he
framed the experience in a positive light.
“We did not end up moving on in the competition, but
the crowd seemed to love us
and we are of the opinion that
we nailed our set. … We think
we did very well and that it was
a great learning experience.
We got a lot from it. I’m at least
certain that we’re going to try
for it again next year,” Baxter
said.
Hartwell said the Ransom
Notes fill a “performance a
cappella” niche at the College
that other groups don’t.
“In high school I listened
to a lot of a cappella groups. I
always dreamed of doing a cappella pop with beat boxing and
choreography,” Hartwell said.
“But when I got to Kenyon it
wasn’t here. I wanted something different than what was
here already, something that
was a little more entertainment-focused.”
Baxter agreed the Notes

stand out among Kenyon’s a
cappella groups.
“As a group, we try to make
a cappella not only impressive
and musically really powerful,
but also a really fun and entertaining experience,” Baxter
said. “The ultimate goal for us
is that we go up there and that
not only do we impress people,
but also that we have fun while
doing it. We do choreography
and modern music and beat
boxing. We’re new a cappella.”
Unexpectedly, the Ransom
Notes’ disappointing showing
this weekend seems to have
brought them closer together.
“[The ICCA] certainly
boosted morale,” Hartwell
said. “It got people more excited about a cappella and it got
people more excited about us.
We sounded really good, actually. Obviously not as good as
some people there, but it was a
good experience.”
Both Hartwell and Baxter expressed confusion and
surprise when asked about

COURTESY OF TAYLOR HARTWELL

The Ransom Notes dispelled rumors that they are planning to disband after their ICCA loss.
rumors that the group is disbanding.
“I’ve never heard them,”
Hartwell said. “It sounds like
something someone made up
who has too much time.”

Baxter also dismissed the
rumors, but offered a theory
about how they may have
spread.
“I can see why those rumors would get started,” he

said. “These are more likely to
happen because we’re so new.
People are asking, ‘Are they going to stick around for the long
run, or are they going to fall
apart?’ But I think we’re good.”

Symphony Brings Community Together Film Series Explores Issues
JANE MERKER
of Transnationalism
The Knox County Symphony and
the winners of the Young Musician
Competition cut through the wintry
weather and warmed Rosse Hall with
jubilant music last Saturday, Feb. 11.
The annual winter concert began with an emotional Tchaikovsky
piece, the “Romeo and Juliet Fantasy–Overture,” with dramatic cellos,
tense violins, nervous drumming and
story-building brass.
The Symphony, now in its 46th
season, both began and ended the
concert with pieces featuring the full
orchestra, but what made this performance special was the five young
soloists who had won the chance to
perform. In October, an independent
panel of judges chose the winners
from over 20 contestants in both collegiate and high school divisions. The
contest was limited to those attending
school in Knox County and residents
of Knox County.
The competition offers “the honor
of playing with a real orchestra,” said
Professor of Music Benjamin Locke,
who conducts the symphony. “Not
many young musicians who work up
a concerto or solo get to perform with
an actual orchestra.”
Elisabeth Hettinga, a homeschooled violinist from Utica who
won second place in the competition’s
high school division, began the solo
performances with Camille SaintSaëns’ “Violin Concerto No. 3 in B
minor.” She played with a delicate ferocity.
The orchestral accompaniment
probably best benefitted the vocal
soloists — Jordan Shremshock (first
place, high school division), a senior
at Mount Vernon High School, and
Kendra Gibbs (second place tie, collegiate division), a senior music performance major from Mount Nazarene
University.
It was almost difficult to imagine

ROSALYN AQUILA

SAM COLT

Elisabeth Hettinga performed a violin concerto at the KCS winter concert.
how the opera singers would sound
had the orchestra not been there.
Even so, their voices were so powerful
that the full orchestra could only add
to their art.
Yue Long ’14 (second place tie, collegiate division) led sleekly on Rachmaninoff’s “Piano Concerto No. 2
in C minor,” which climbed like fast
steps up to dramatic points but always
led back to calmer, water-like moments.
Harpist Sarah Baldessari ’15, who
won first place in the collegiate division, ended the evening’s solo performances with Debussy’s “Sacred and
Profane Dances.”
“I’m extremely passionate about
music,” Baldessari said. “I can’t really
imagine my life without it. I’m going
to continue it for the rest of my life.”
She was inspired to play harp after being around her mother’s harp so often
when she was young.
The concert featured “such great
programmatic music and also really
great brass,” said Will Quam ’14, who
plays bass trombone in the Symphony.
Locke appreciates the way the annual Young Musicians concert brings
the community together.
“It’s the combination of town and
gown that makes for exciting work,”

he said. “You get to meet people outside the Kenyon community alone
and play right alongside them — the
people doing it for love, for many
years.”
Community members sometimes
inspire Kenyon students to continue
their work and provide a living example in terms of life and career choices.
It also helps to build relationships outside of the student body.
“Everyone benefits,” Locke said.
“The entire community is affected.
... How many people in a community
of this size get to hear full orchestras
made up of musicians from the area?”
Many musicians expressed a similar enthusiasm for the concert and
the Symphony in general. Bassoonist
Claire Matlack ’15 said the concert
was not simply a performance, but
also “the chance to show the audience
what classical music is like because
a lot of people have been prejudiced
that the classical music is Mozart. ...
There’s a lot more to it than that.”
For Locke, the best part of the
concert is after its finish.
“The reward is afterwards when
you’ve gotten through it and that you
took this on, and with all the possible
things that could’ve happened, the
best thing happened,” he said.

In an effort to create cross-cultural
connections, a new film series and discussion entitled “Evening Chai and
Chat” will feature films about India
that examine issues of labor and transnationalism. The series, which Visiting
Assistant Professor of Anthropology
Holly Donahue Singh ’00 is facilitating, began Jan. 23 with the screening of
Made in India: A Film About Surrogacy.
The film primarily focuses on the relationship between an American couple,
their Indian surrogate mother and the
ensuing issues surrounding the surrogate pregnancy.
Similarly, this weekend’s screenings
also deal with labor extending across
national boundaries, this time focusing
on Indian call centers. “Chai and Chat”
will next screen and discuss Outsourced,
the story of an American telemarketer
whose job has been outsourced to India.
The film follows the telemarketer as he
travels to India to train his replacements.
“Through his adventures, misadventures, cross-cultural interactions,
miscommunications and run-ins, [the
film] shows how he starts to learn about

India and about these people who most
Americans only know as the annoying
voice on the other end of the line trying
to get you to pay your bills or sign up for
a credit card,” Singh said.
The series will continue with a showing of Nalini by Day, Nancy by Night, a
documentary inspired by Indian call
centers that train their callers in American culture. After the screening, which
will be at the Center for Global Engagement, Singh will facilitate an informal discussion and attendees will get a
chance to make and sample South Asian
and Indian cuisine. The dishes will vary
from sweet and salty street foods to
deep-fried doughnut-like desserts, according to Singh.
“Evening Chai and Chat” is sponsored by the Kenyon Campus Community Development Fund, the Program
in Asian Studies, the Program in Women’s and Gender Studies and the Center
for Global Engagement. It is a free event
and open to the public.
Outsourced will screen on Friday,
Feb. 17 at 8:00 p.m. in Higley Auditorium. Nalini by Day, Nancy by Night will
screen on Sunday, Feb. 19 at 4:00 p.m. at
the Center for Global Engagement.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Centerburg, OH organic farm
looking for spring/summer workers.
Planting, harvesting, lawncare/landscaping.
Great learning opportunity.
Pay is $9/hr.
Possible living arrangements.
Please call 614-488-2240.
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Upright Citizens Brigade Provides Workshop, Laughs
Paige Shermis
Personal monologues, awkward sexual encounters, a dysfunctional restaurant and British twin twits melded to yield
comedic gold from New York
City’s Upright Citizens Brigade (UCB) in Peirce Pub on
Feb. 12.
Kenyon’s oldest improvisational comedy (improv) group,
Fools on the Hill, brought
the UCB to campus. Fools
President Sam Warlick ’12 described UCB as “the dominant
source in New York comedy.”
The group entertained a
sizeable audience on Sunday
with its 70-minute set and received a warm welcome from
the Fools themselves, who provided the opening act.
The Fools’ opener consisted
of two quick sketch games.
The first, “Main Event,” required the audience to provide
a one-word theme — in this
case “skiing” — and the Fools
set up a scene revolving around
this word, jumping around in
time before and after the ubiquitous main event.
The Fools followed this
game with the classic “Freeze,”
in which two performers interact while the other members
stop the scene at will and tap
out one of the comedians to
change the situation.

Both games provided solid
laughs and a good contrast to
the long-form improv that was
to follow.
The UCB’s four performers, Brandon Scott Jones,
D’arcy Carden, Neil Casey and
John Frusciante, were given
a challenge right away, when
their request for a topic from
the audience was met with
“oral sex.”
The comedians took the
suggestion with aplomb, beginning with a blunt monologue by Frusciante and fluidly
segueing into improvised skits
riffing on the subject.
In one, a man received lessons in love-making over a
years-long period from a sage.
In the next, even funnier
bit, the players, acting as four
gossipy women, swapped increasingly horrifying and bizarre interactions with men,
the last of which culminated
in a violent encounter in the
kitchen of a Panera Bread bakery.
Next, Casey described
working at a restaurant packed
with seedy individuals in his
teen years, notably a janitor
who frequently stole from the
register.
The skits stemming from
this theme were clever and
didn’t play off of obvious restaurant tropes. They included

Casey as a legal librarian aspiring to be a pornographic actor
but lamenting that he “didn’t
go to film school, and there’s an
art to porn, a skill.”
The second half of the show
revolved loosely around a second audience-solicited theme
— this time, “didgeridoo.”
Later skits centering around
an “aggressively politically active” and drunken individual
and an anarchist convention
did not generate the same level
of laughter as earlier sketches,
but the tale of a drunken man
about to become a stepfather to
British aristocratic twin boys,
played by Casey and Jones, was
hysterical.
“That was definitely a highlight of the night, and especially hilarious,” said Caroline Lindy ’12, a member of the Fools.
The performers’ snobbish
accents and their dramatic posturing only added to the mirth.
This skit was an excellent way
to end the show, especially impressive because it, like the entire set, was improvised on the
spot.
In addition to performing,
Casey arrived several hours
early to workshop and train
with the Fools prior to UCB’s
performance.
“It was incredibly informative. He was pretty tough on
us, but he really knows what

“Misadventures” Playfully
Challenges Stereotypes
Lauren katz
Feeling awkward? Help
is on the way. Kenyon’s Black
Student Union and South
Asian Multicultural Organization for Student Awareness
(SAMOSA) will host a screening of the web series “The Misadventures of an Awkward
Black Girl” and a discussion
with the creator and star, Issa
Rae, and the producer, Tracy
Oliver, tonight at 7:00 p.m. in
the Gund Gallery Theater.
The web series follows a
girl, Jay, who describes herself as “awkward and black,”
which, as someone once told
her, “are the two worst things
anyone can be.” During the
episodes, Jay conquers situations ranging from repeatedly running into someone at
a stop sign to dealing with a
dead-end job and an obnoxious co-worker.
“This show is about an insecure girl who goes through
social situations and over-analyzes them. But they’re everyday situations — everybody
has been through something
in the show,” Rae said in an
interview with Orijin Culture.
Rae came up with the idea
to create the web series two

years ago. The final product,
however, differs greatly from
the original thought. “At the
time, I wanted it to be animated,” she said to Orijin Culture. Rae asked an artist friend
to help with the idea, but
the friend turned her down.
“Then a couple of months
later, she sent me a link to an
article asking where the black
Liz Lemon is. I really identified with that character,” Rae
said to Orijin Culture. From
there, “The Misadventures of
an Awkward Black Girl” was
born.
Despite the title’s implication, the show does not pertain only to African Americans. Everyone goes through
awkward situations and can
relate to Jay’s uncomfortable
moments. “The fact that she is
black but the concepts are universal speaks volumes. … The
fact that she goes through situations that we all go through is
important,” Rae said in an interview with National Public
Radio. “I think she is awkward
not only in a sense because she
is just, you know, socially inept
in some situations but also because she doesn’t fit this mainstream black persona or archetype.”

Race does, however, play
a role in Rae’s work. Young
black women can relate to
Jay’s character, a strength of
the show. Rae told Orijin
Culture that a father wrote to
her, thanking her for her influence on his daughter’s life.
“Thank you for being natural
on the show. It really helps my
13-year-old daughter fight the
perm monster,” he said.
The show sheds light on
the racism that persists in today’s society. “The episodes
show how people make racist comments every single day
without realizing it, and that
happens more often than we’d
like to admit on this campus,”
said Rebecca Chowdhury ’13,
who is coordinating the event
with Jamal Jordan ’12.
“I hope students start to
question popular representations as well as discourses
and view them with a critical lens, because we all contribute to either their existence or
disintegration, whether or not
we’d like to admit it.”
Come see Jay’s battle with
awkwardness and learn the
answer to the question “Am I
in ‘simple bitch’ hell?” tonight
at 7:00 p.m. in the Gund Gallery Theater.

Paige Shermis

Members of the Upright Citizens Brigade traveled from New York City to entertain students
and run a workshop with Fools on the Hill.
he is talking about, so everyone
was really accepting of what he
had to say,” said Lindy, who has
been part of Fools on the Hill
since her first year.
The workshop included
an exercise in which the Fools
each had to strike a pose, and
then spend the next few minutes copying each other’s gestures.
This activity and others
were designed to hone the skills
successful improvisers need.
“It is easy to forget the rules
of improv and how structured
it really is; to the audience it

seems really improvised, but
when you’re doing long form,
there is a very clear structure,
and there are points you have
to hit in order for it to be effective to an audience,” Lindy
said.
Warlick spearheaded the
campaign to bring UCB to
campus after visiting the UCB
theatre in Manhattan. There,
he met up with their booking
agent and selected the individual performers he wanted to
come to Kenyon.
“It was such a great experience to meet improvisers in the

real world who take it so seriously and really treat it as an
art. It puts what we are doing
into perspective, and it gives us
hope that we can continue this
after school,” Lindy said.
There are currently five
Fools alumni taking comedy
classes at UCB’s Manhattan
theatre. Warlick hopes to make
UCB’s performances an annual event, both for their entertainment value and their status as a cultural and comedic
touchstone.
“It is sort of hard to be in
comedy and not know their

K enyon Film Society
“Shakespeare” Week
Last week, we proudly showed two films that exemplify the Bard. This
week, we’re doing the same thing … kind of. Rather than showing “actual”
Shakespeare films, we’re showing films which celebrate him by imitation,
taking classic stories and putting them in a modern setting.
No, we’re not showing She’s the Man. We’re sorry to any Amanda Bynes
fans out there.
Friday, Feb. 17 — 10 Things I Hate About You
10 Things I Hate About You asks the timeless question: what if Shakespeare’s ethically dubious comedy The Taming of the Shrew were set in a
high school? What results is a charming teen rom-com which — although
not an entirely faithful adaptation of the original — is immensely satisfying. This sucess is due in part to the performances of Julia Stiles and
Heath Ledger in the Katherine and Petrucchio roles (here, they’ve been
renamed Kat and Patrick, but Bianca remains Bianca). Stiles and Ledger
were breakout stars because of the film’s critical success, and 10 Things is
now considered a modern classic. The film also stars the ever-charming
Joseph Gordon-Levitt, who looks like a baby in this film, as Bianca’s primary suitor.
Saturday, Feb. 18 — Scotland, PA
Almost everyone knows the story of Macbeth. An ambitious man talks
to witches, becomes king and kills people. Also there are f loating daggers.
This film is just like that. Only, instead of taking place in Dunsinane Castle, it now takes place in Duncan’s Café, a fast-food restaurant in Pennsylvania. And Macbeth is now a fry cook. And the witches are three stoner
bohemians who really like amusement parks (one is played by Andy Dick).
And Christopher Walken plays a detective for some reason. Is it weird?
Yes. But it is also weirdly fascinating. It stars Mark Wahlberg and the
show-stealing Maura Tierney as the murderous fry cooks who take over
Duncan’s Café. The premise doesn’t always work, but it’s so strange and
off-the-wall that you can’t help but forgive the movie any indiscretions. At
its worst, Scotland, PA is an enjoyable riff on one of Shakespeare’s timeless
tragedies. At its best, Scotland, PA is one of the most brilliant things ever
put on film.
Both screenings are at 7:30 p.m. in the KAC Theater. As always, KFS
screenings are free. We’ll see you there!

—Miles Purinton ’12
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Ladies Host Athletics Clinic for Girls Ladies Swimming
Bested by Big Red
kevin pan

Courtesy of Martin Fuller

The Ladies athletic teams held a free clinic for local girls this past weekend, leading participants in a variety of activities.
meredith benTsen
The Kenyon Athletic
Center bustled with the
sounds of children as a
group of female athletes
spent the day sharing their
athletic knowledge with
girls from local elementary
schools on Sunday, Feb. 12.
It was Kenyon’s seventh
time participating in the
National Girls and Women
in Sports Day that Congress established in 1987.
Eight Kenyon women’s
varsity teams (basketball,
field hockey, lacrosse, soccer, softball, tennis, track
& field and volleyball)
coached girls in kindergarten through eighth grade
in their respective sports.
The coaches organized the
event, but they stepped

back and allowed their
players to take the reins
for a day. Kenyon’s female
athletes set an example not
only for athletic ability, but
also for athletic integrity
on and off the field. They
stressed the notion that
sports are for enjoyment,
not just for winning.
Softball player Hayley
Howard ’15 has high hopes
for the young girls after the
event.
“It was great to work
with potential future Kenyon Ladies,” she said.
Most Kenyon athletes
have been playing their
sports since they were the
age of the young girls they
coached on Sunday. Lacrosse player Alana Lawson
’14 enjoyed sharing her passion.

“It was wonderful to
be able to share the sport
that I love so much with
these girls,” she said. “It’s
great that they’re getting
exposed to so many different athletic options at such
a young age, and that they
can see that hard work and
passion ultimately do pay
off.”
Many of the young girls
had never played sports
like field hockey or lacrosse, and Head Women’s
Lacrosse Coach Meredith
Buzzi agreed that the diversity of sports offered at the
event benefited the girls.
Participants were offered the opportunity to
try six varsity sports offered at Kenyon. Some of
these are not available for
the girls at schools or youth

programs in Knox County.
The young athletes are
not the only ones who benefited, according to Buzzi.
“At the end of the day
when all of the girls who
attended are smiling, it
makes all of the Kenyon
Ladies feel like they’ve
done something great,” she
said.
After the clinics, the
young girls were treated to
snacks and pizza and got
to sit and talk to Kenyon’s
female athletes.
As winter sports seasons come to a close and
spring sports prepare for
competition in the preseason, Women in Sports
Day allowed Kenyon’s
athletes to step back and
remember why they play
sports in the first place.

The Kenyon women’s
swimming and diving team
ended its regular season at
home with a second-place
finish at the “First Chance
Invitational,” also known
as the Kenyon College Invitational. For the third time
this year, the Ladies swam
against conference rival
Denison University. The Big
Red got the best of the Ladies, however, beating them
in this meet with 560 points
to the Ladies’ 304 points.
Not all the Ladies participated on Saturday because it was an invitational,
but several swimmers set
records. Hannah Saiz ’13
set a Kenyon record, and
achieved the best time for
all Division III swimmers in
the 200-meter backstroke,
with a time of 2:00.27. On
top of that, Rachel Flinn
’14 set the College record
at 55.38 in the 100-meter
backstroke. Jourdan Cline
’15 also had a solid finish
and earned an NCAA ‘B’
cut in the 100-meter backstroke with a time of 58.07
seconds.
This invitational truly
acted as a “first chance” opportunity for swimmers to
get certain times for their
respective cuts for the national championships in
March. Qualifying for the
national
championships
requires swimmers to get
either ‘A’ or ‘B’ cuts. Out
of the 265 swimmers the
NCAA invites, only a handful qualify because they
earn ‘A’ cuts. The rest of the
swimmers are there because
they have good ‘B’ cut times.
With the postseason
events coming up, Head

Coach Jessen Book is optimistic about his team.
“So far the season has
been very good,” Book said.
“Right now we are at the
most important part, but
we have prepared well and
the team is in a good place.”
The team has the North
Coast Athletic Conference
Championships this weekend in Canton, Ohio, and
the Ladies hope to improve
on last year’s second-place
finish. More importantly,
they hope to beat Denison,
which should be difficult,
according to Book.
“Denison will be a challenge,” Book said. “Our
team is continually improving. We are ready to
compete. I don’t know if
that means win, but we are
ready.”
In addition to trying
to win the conference, the
team is also looking to
have even more swimmers
qualify for the national
championship. In terms
of season progress, the last
meet against Denison really
helped the team. Book referred to it as “kind of like
a dress rehearsal,” but a successful one at that.
“Two girls broke school
records, but the biggest
challenges are ahead,” Book
said.
The Ladies have many
accomplishments
under
their belts this year, but the
accomplishment Book admires most cannot be found
in any record book.
“[I am] most proud of
the women’s commitment
to the challenge of their
training because it is a lot
of hours and it is very challenging, but they kept going,” he said.

Lords and Ladies Track Places 15th and 8th at All-Ohio
richard pera
The men and women of the Kenyon
indoor track and field team finished
15th and 8th, respectively, out of 17
teams at the All-Ohio Championship
this past Saturday, Feb. 11. The annual
meet, held at Otterbein University in
Westerville, Ohio, was open to Division III athletes in the state who met its
qualifying standards.
To receive an invitation to the meet,
individual athletes had to rank among
the top 16 in the state. The top 12 relay
squads were accepted. Despite the rigorous criteria, 17 Lords and Ladies qualified for the competition.
“It was pretty limited as to how
many people we could take,” Head
Coach Duane Gomez said. “Normally
the Ohio Athletic Conference kind of
dominates this meet, so [North Coast
Athletic Conference] schools had to
fight and scrap to get in it.”

Gomez was pleased with the effort
shown by his entire team on Saturday, but praised two runners on each
team in particular. On the women’s
side, Kirkley Doyle ’13 broke her own
school record with a second-place finish
in the 800-meter run at 2:15.48. Jenna
Willett ’14 broke a 20-year-old school
record in the mile run with a time of
5:09.35. Two of the men scored half of
Kenyon’s points in the mile run. Willy
Friedlander ’14 edged out Patrick Meyers ’12 by six hundredths of a second
for fifth place at 4:26.61. The Lords
finished the meet with 10 total points,
while the Ladies ended with 35.
“We’re really happy to be able to go
in and score like that,” Gomez said. “Everyone competed well — it was a good
meet for us.”
The Ladies’ distance medley relay
team, which is currently nationally
ranked, did not compete on Saturday.
The relay consists of consecutive legs

of 1200, 400, 800 and 600 meters.
The squad accepted a special invitation to The Ohio State University in
Columbus this Friday night, Feb. 17
to compete against schools from all
three NCAA divisions. The only other
school representing Division III will
be NCAC track and field powerhouse
Ohio Wesleyan University. They will
be racing against stiff competition, but
Gomez has high hopes for his relay
team.
“They’ll try to qualify for nationals and win a school record,” he said. “I
think they can do it.”
This Saturday, Feb. 18, the Kenyon
Athletic Center will host its first and
only collegiate meet of the season. The
“Kenyon Classic” begins at noon, drawing men’s and women’s teams from 10
Division III schools. It will be another
opportunity for individual athletes and
relay squads to qualify for later meets.
“[The Kenyon Classic] will probably

be our biggest meet of the year,” Gomez
said. “It’ll be very exciting.”
The event to watch on Saturday
will be the women’s 4x400-meter relay
race. The Ladies were just tenths of a
second from claiming a school record
last Saturday at All-Ohio with a time
of 4:06.34. It was the first time that all
the starters were available to run the
event this season due primarily to conflicts with senior comprehensive exams.
Gomez is also confident in the squad’s
ability to cross the stripe for a Kenyon
record. “It’s going to eventually happen
this season,” he said.
Just a day after the excitement of

Saturday’s Kenyon Classic, the KAC
will host yet another meet, this time
for high school athletes. The meet is
designed for athletes seeking a qualifying time to compete in the Ohio State
High School Championships. Kenyon’s team will host and run Sunday’s
meet, allowing prospective recruits to
both compete in Kenyon’s standout
facility and mingle with the Lords and
Ladies.
“It’s a great recruiting tool,” Gomez
said. “A lot of times, [high school athletes] have never seen anything like the
KAC. But most of all, it’s just fun. The
team has a good time running it.”

Correction

The article “Tennis Knocks Out Kalamzoo Hornets” (Feb. 8) contained two factual errors: the men’s team beat Kalamazoo College by a
score of 8-1, not 8-0, and the women’s team beat Kalamazoo by a score of
5-4, not 5-1. The Collegian regrets the errors.
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Vinyasa Yoga
Sunday, Feb. 20, at 4:30 p.m.
KAC 237
Taught by Paige Zorniger ’12
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Indoor Track
Saturday, Feb. 19, at 12:00 p.m.
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Kenyon hosts Kenyon College Classic
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Lords Swimming Beats Big Red in Kenyon College Invitational

Men’s swimming defeated rival Denison University at the KAC.
ANNA DUNLAVEY
The Lords dominated in their
home waters this past weekend at the
Kenyon College Invitational. They
finished the meet with 943 points,
more than double Denison University’s 428 points, which earned the Big
Red second place. The other schools
in the meet, Ohio Wesleyan University and Pace University, finished
with 56 and 25 points, respectively.
The Lords had two NCAA ‘A’
time cuts and 10 NCAA ‘B’ time
cuts. ‘A’ times automatically qualify
for NCAA championships, and if
there are still more spots in the meet
after all the ‘A’ cuts have been placed,
those with low ‘B’ cut times are selected to compete.
‘A’ cuts came from Jon Rooker
’13, who won the 200-yard backstroke with a time of 1:49.17. With
this time, Rooker is now tied for the
fifth-best time in Division III this
season. Rooker earned another ‘A’
cut time of 49.66 in the 100-yard
backstroke. He also swam on the
200-yard medley relay team that registered a ‘B’ cut time of 1:32.75. The
other swimmers on that team were
Lars Matkin ’12, Curtis Ramsey ’13
and Alex Hoffman ’15.
Rooker’s performance also

earned him the North Coast Athletic Conference Swimmer of the
Week title. This is the seventh time
this season that this award has been
bestowed upon a Kenyon swimmer.
Head Coach Jim Steen highlighted
Rooker’s importance to the team.
“Jon definitely helps us in an
area in which we need someone of his
talent,” Steen said. “His performances this past weekend were quite good,
and certainly more than earned him
NCAC Swimmer of the Week.”
Matkin won the 100-yard
breaststroke with a time of 57.13,
barely beating out Ian Bakk ’12, who
finished in second place at 57.23.
Both qualified for ‘B’ cut times. Bakk
also registered a ‘B’ cut time by swimming 2:03.76 in the 200-yard breaststroke, as did Alex Beckwith ’14, the
second-place finisher in that event,
with a time of 2:04.21.
Rafael Contreras ’14 registered
a ‘B’ cut time of 4:01.83 in the 400yard individual medley relay. In the
next event, the 100-yard butterfly,
two swimmers had ‘B’ cut times —
Nick Charriez ’14 at 49.86, and Kevin Magee ’15 at 50.45.
The final two ‘B’ cuts came from
freestylers. Wes Manz ’15 earned his
with a winning time of 1:41.55 in the
200-yard freestyle. In a much longer

distance, Jackson Janezich ’15 registered the winning and qualifying
time of 16:09.61 in the 1,650-yard
freestyle.
Magee credited his performance
to the friendly competition posed by
his teammates over the course of the
season.
“I only went fast because, as a
team, we’ve all trained together and
pushed each other, and that is the
reason why I’ve been performing better this year,” Magee said.
Steen said the focus of the swimmers was on the individual races.
“We swam fast ... and so did
Denison,” Steen said. “No one was
really paying attention to the score.”
Next up for the Lords are the
NCAC Championships, lasting
from Feb. 16 until Feb. 18. Magee
said the meet will look forward to
nationals.
“It will be kind of a pre-national
duel between Kenyon and Denison,”
he said.
For many swimmers, this will be
the last meet of the season. It is also
the last time to attempt to record a
cut time for NCAA Championships,
which begin March 21. Steen said
the main goal is for more swimmers
to have the chance to qualify.
“Right now we have 14 swim-

COURTESY OF MARTIN FULLER

Ian Bakk ’12 placed second in the 100-yard breaststroke at the meet.
mers who have qualified [for NCAA
Championships] ... but [we] are hoping after Conference we will pick up
four more guys to reach the NCAA
maximum team size of 18,” he said.

Magee said the team is ready
and raring to go.
“Everyone gets to go,” Steen
said. “I think everyone has something
to prove, and I think we will.”

Tennis Splits Matches Against Case Western, North Carolina Wesleyan
SOPHIE SCHECHTER
This weekend brought
both triumph and heartache
to the Lords and Ladies tennis
teams. On Friday, Feb. 10, the
Ladies lost and the Lords won,
while on Sunday, Feb. 12, the
Lords lost and the Ladies won.
On Friday night, both the
men and the women played
Case Western Reserve University at home, with matches
starting at 4:00 p.m. and lasting
until almost 2:30 a.m.
The women played first,
with Amy Schlessman ’13
at one, Amanda Polster ’13
at two, Lydia Winkler ’13 at
three, Carly Bond ’12 at four,
Stephanie White ’13 at five
and Samantha Betts ’14 at six.
As in their first match, the
girls got swept in doubles. This
time, however, they could not
come back from their loss, and
the match ended with the final
score of 3-6.
Schelssman and Polster
both won their singles, lifting
the team’s spirit and making
the game 2-3. The girls could
not keep the winning streak,
however, and lost at both three
and five singles. While the girls
also lost at four singles, Bond
fought hard against her oppo-

nent in a three-set match, losing 6-1, 7-6, 7-5. As the match’s
end neared, it looked like a
convincing defeat, but the team
never gave up.
The crowd would have
never known the Ladies were
already defeated when Betts
came on at six singles, blowing through her opponent 6-4,
6-2 and making the final score
against Case 3-6 instead of 2-7.
The men came on after
the women, beginning around
10:00 p.m. and concluding
with a strong victory over the
Spartans.
Michael Razumovsky ’15,
who was competing at home
for the first time, said it took
some time to get into the swing
of things.
“I was definitely nervous,”
Razumovsky said. “But once
the music got rolling and we
starting cheering, I was comfortable.”
Kenyon doubles swept
the No. 19-ranked team from
Case, starting the match with a
quick 3-0 lead. In singles, Paul
Burgin ’13 at one and Razumovsky at two both played
brilliant matches, allowing
their opponents to get only
five matches between the two
of them.

DAVID HOYT

Davis Thraikill ’15 was part of the Lords team that faced
North Carolina Wesleyan College on Sunday, Feb. 12. Unfortunately, the Lords lost to the Battling Bishops 5-4.
“I think I played very
well under the pressure,” Razumovsky said. “Friday was one of
the best singles matches I have
ever played.“
C.J. Williams ’13 at three
had a close first set, winning
7-6, but came back fired up and
won the next set 6-3. Following
Williams and Wade Heerboth
’15 at four, Austin Griffin ’13

at five and Jake Matthews ’13
at six wrapped it up, defeating Case in both four and five
singles to give the final score of
8-1.
Sunday’s
competition
brought the Ladies their first
decisive victory when they
crushed North Carolina Wesleyan College 9-0. The line-up
for the women remained the

same as Friday’s match.
Winkler, at three, delivered an incredible performance, losing only two games
total in both her singles and
doubles play. Schlessman,
Bond and White had decisive
victories as well. The last two
Ladies remaining were Betts
at six and Polster at two, and
both competed in nail-biting
matches. Both came out with
wins, however, giving the Ladies their first shutout of the
year.
On the men’s side, the
Lords faced their first loss of
the season, falling to the No.
12-ranked Battling Bishops in
a heartbreaking 5-4 loss.
“We had a really good energy level even though we lost
on Sunday,” Razumovsky said.
“Nobody ever gave up. Even
when Austin was down, everyone was screaming, losing their
voices.”
The lineup was the same
as Friday’s match, with the exception of Davis Thrailkill ’15
at five and Austin Griffin ’13
at six.
The men lost doubles at
one and three, leaving them
down 2-0 at the beginning of
the match. Their momentum
picked up when number two

doubles, Burgin and Griffin,
came back from a 7-5 deficit
to take the lone doubles match
9-8.
In singles, Burgin, who
is ranked 26th in Division III,
won in a three set, an almost
three-hour long match 5-7, 6-3,
6-3, against a player ranked just
above him at 24.
“In my singles, I started
out playing pretty poorly,” Burgin said. “Down 5-3, I decided
that if I was going to lose that
match I was going to make him
stay out there all day and prove
that he was more fit than me.
To outlast my opponent and
win was a great feeling, especially after working hard to get
in better shape this offseason.”
Razumovsky, at two
singles, and Heerboth at four,
brought home the other two
wins, making the final score
4-5.
“The match against
NCW just shows how important it is to take a lead after
doubles,” Burgin said. “If we
had come out up 2-1 or 3-0 after doubles we would have won
the match. Instead we were
down 2-1 and put ourselves in a
hole. We fought really hard and
came back, but unfortunately
we couldn’t pull out the win.”

